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1. Overview
International Journal of Professional Holistic Aromatherapy is committed to maintaining the integrity, accuracy, and scholarly quality of its published content. 
To maintain these standards, IJPHA relies on an exceptional peer review team that provides thorough, constructive feedback to help authors refine their work, improve methodology, and make necessary corrections before publication. However, if an author is unable or unwilling to address peer review feedback to meet the journal's academic and scientific standards, IJPHA reserves the right to decline publication.
Once an article has been accepted and published, retractions are reserved for rare instances of post-publication issues that require correction to maintain the literature's integrity and the ongoing reliability of research in the journal.
Retractions are not intended as punishment for authors, but rather to preserve scientific integrity, correct errors, and alert readers to significant issues regarding the validity of a paper.
2. Grounds for Retraction
In accordance with Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) guidelines, International Journal of Professional Holistic Aromatherapy will consider retracting a published article if:
Unreliable Results: There is clear evidence that the findings are unreliable, whether because of major human/procedural error, miscalculation, experimental flaw, or deliberate misconduct (e.g., data fabrication or falsification).
Plagiarism & Duplication: The findings have previously been published elsewhere without proper cross-referencing, permission, or justification (duplicate publication/redundant publication), or the article contains significant plagiarized material.
Unethical Research: The research involved unethical conduct, including failure to obtain proper ethical approvals, participant consent, or appropriate authorization.
Unreported Conflicts of Interest: Unreported major conflicts of interest exist that would have compromised the peer-review process or influenced the interpretation of the research.
Copyright Infringement / Legal Issues: The article contains material that infringes upon copyright, intellectual property, or other legal rights of third parties.
3. Procedures for Investigation and Decision
Initiation: Concerns may be raised by authors, readers, reviewers, editorial board members, or external bodies.
Preliminary Review: The Editor-in-Chief will evaluate the evidence presented. Authors will be informed of the concerns and given a reasonable timeframe to respond and provide supporting data or documentation.
Formal Assessment: The Editor-in-Chief may consult external peer reviewers, editorial board members, or institutional ethics boards to review the evidence.
Final Determination: The final decision to retract an article rests solely with the Editor-in-Chief, after careful consultation with the editorial team and relevant experts.
4. Retraction Notice & Formatting
When a decision is made to retract an article, International Journal of Professional Holistic Aromatherapy will ensure transparency and accessibility through the following steps:
Retraction Statement: A formal Notice of Retraction, titled "Retraction: [Original Article Title]", will be published in the next available issue of the journal and linked directly to the online record.
Contents of the Notice: The notice will state clearly:
Who is retracting the article (e.g., the Editor-in-Chief, the authors, or jointly).
The specific reason(s) for the retraction, distinguishing between honest error and scientific misconduct where possible.
Full citation and link to the original article.
Digital Watermarking: The original online PDF/HTML version of the article will not be removed from the journal website. Instead, it will remain accessible to maintain historical accuracy, but will be clearly watermarked on every page with "RETRACTED" and accompanied by a link to the official Notice of Retraction.
5. Article Withdrawal vs. Removal
Article Withdrawal: Applied only to articles in "In Press" or pre-publication status that contain errors or ethical violations before official publication.
Article Removal: Complete removal of an article from the online site is an exceptional step reserved strictly for legal directives, court orders, severe privacy breaches, or cases where keeping the text online poses a serious health or safety risk.
